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GENESIS Lesson 25 – 4/28/19 

Sarah Dies 

23:1: And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years old: 

these were the years of the life of Sarah. 

23:2: And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba; the same is Hebron in the land of 

Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 

23:3: And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto 

the sons of Heth, saying, 

23:4: I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession 

of a buryingplace with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight. 

23:5: And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him, 

23:6: Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us: in the 

choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold 

from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead. 

Sarah dies at one hundred and twenty seven years of age. And 

Abraham mourns for his wife; he weeps for her. The five stages of grief: 

denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance. Denial, the event 

doesn’t seem real; anger, bottled up emotion over the loss; bargaining, 

try to explain the loss away, justify it somehow; depression, reality 

finally sets in, the loss is felt; acceptance, you can’t change the loss and 

life goes on. 

Abraham requests from the children of Heth that they sell him a place 

where he may bury his dead. Heth was the second son of Canaan. 

Gen. 10:15: And Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, and Heth, 
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Heth tells Abraham, there is no need to buy a plot from us, burry your 

dead among us, choose the best tomb, no one will withhold it from 

you. But Abraham would not have it; he would not take a gift from the 

children of Heth, as he also refused to do so when the king of Sodom 

offered him a gift. 

Abraham Buys the Cave of Machpelah 

23:7: And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people of the 

land, even to the children of Heth. 

23:8: And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that I 

should bury my dead out of my sight; hear me, and intreat for me to 

Ephron the son of Zohar,  

23:9: That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, 

which is in the end of his field; for as much money as it is worth he 

shall give it me for a possession of a buryingplace amongst you. 

So Abraham says, “OK, if you say I can have whatever plot I desire then 

I want the cave of Machpelah, go to Ephron the son of Zohar and tell 

him Abraham wants the cave that is in your field.” And it is obvious that 

that’s what the children of Heth did as we will see in the next few 

verses, but we are not told who it was that Abraham spoke to. 

23:10: And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth: and Ephron the 

Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth, 

even of all that went in at the gate of his city, saying, 
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23:11: Nay, my lord, hear me: the field give I thee, and the cave that is 

therein, I give it thee; in the presence of the sons of my people give I it 

thee: bury thy dead. 

23:12: And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of the 

land. 

23:13: And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of the 

land, saying, But if thou wilt give it, I pray thee, hear me: I will give 

thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there. 

So now Ephron shows up. Someone from the children of Heth went to 

him and said Abraham want the cave at the end of your filed to bury his 

dead, we told him he could whatever plot he wanted. 

Now are told that Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth. He was 

not from around there, so he’d better do what they asked him to, if you 

know what I mean. 

So Ephron tells Abraham, “Not only will I give you the cave but the field 

also. And Abraham says, “OK, but I am going to pay you for it.” 

Now where did this transaction take place? At the gate of the city. (see 

notes in Lesson 24) 

23:14: And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, 

23:15: My lord, hearken unto me: the land is worth four hundred 

shekels of silver; what is that betwixt me and thee? bury therefore 

thy dead. 
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23:16: And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham weighed 

to Ephron the silver, which he had named in the audience of the sons 

of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with the 

merchant. 

23:17: And the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was 

before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the 

trees that were in the field, that were in all the borders round about, 

were made sure 

23:18: Unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children 

of Heth, before all that went in at the gate of his city. 

23:19: And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the 

field of Machpelah before Mamre: the same is Hebron in the land of 

Canaan. 

23:20: And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure 

unto Abraham for a possession of a buryingplace by the sons of Heth. 

So Abraham buys the field for 400 shekels of silver. And the Bible tells 

us where that field was; it was in Hebron. And once Abraham 

purchased the cave, he buried Sarah there. 

Now this place, the place that Abraham purchased exists today. It is 

called the cave of the patriarchs. Over the cave stands a large 

rectangular enclosure dating from the Herodian-era. When the 

Byzantine Christians took it over they built a Basilica, and when the 

Muslims conquered Palestine they converted the Basilica into the 

Ibrahimi Mosque. 
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https://www.breakingisraelnews.com/81859/secret-hidden-chambers-

hebrons-cave-patriarchs-finally-revealed-photos/ 

A Wife for Isaac 

24:1: And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD 

had blessed Abraham in all things. 

24:2: And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, that 

ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 

24:3: And I will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven, and 

the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of 

the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: 

24:4: But thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take 

a wife unto my son Isaac. 

24:5: And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will 

not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son 

again unto the land from whence thou camest? 

https://www.breakingisraelnews.com/81859/secret-hidden-chambers-hebrons-cave-patriarchs-finally-revealed-photos/
https://www.breakingisraelnews.com/81859/secret-hidden-chambers-hebrons-cave-patriarchs-finally-revealed-photos/
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24:6: And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not 

my son thither again. 

Abraham is now old, Sarah has died, and now Abraham becomes 

concerned that his son is not married. God did promise that he would 

make of Abraham a great nation, and in order to do so meant that Isaac 

had to give him some grandkids. 

From the moment our children are born we as parents spend the rest 

of our lives trying to protect them, nurture them and make them 

happy. We try to instill in them morals and values and teach them right 

from wrong, good from evil. And hopefully (with the Lord’s help) we 

will have given them the skills to make healthy and wise decisions; and 

that includes who they will marry. Abraham is no different. He is 

concerned that Isaac may marry the wrong woman; he does not want 

his son to marry a woman from the Canaanites, from unbelievers. 

There is a principle found in the Bible that forbids us from 

fellowshipping with unbelievers; we interpret this passage as referring 

to binding agreements and contractual obligations that in a way unite 

us legally to those who do not believe like we do. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-17: 

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 

fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 

communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ 

with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 16 And 

what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the 

temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and 

walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
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17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 

the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 

A yoke is a wooden bar that joins two oxen together and to the burden 

they are to pull. An “unequally yoked” team has one stronger ox and 

one weaker, or one taller and one shorter or two types of animals like 

an ox and a mule. The stronger of the two will pull more and walk faster 

causing them to pull in a circle. The animals therefore instead of 

working together will be at odds with one another. 

God discourages us from being in an unequal partnership with 

unbelievers because believers and unbelievers are opposites, just as 

light and darkness are opposites. They simply have nothing in common, 

just as Christ has nothing in common with “Belial,” a Hebrew word that 

refers to the devil. The unbelieving world is governed by the principles 

of Satan and that Christians ought to have no part in wickedness that 

runs the world. Attempting to live a Christian life alongside a non-

Christian as our close friend and ally will only cause us to go around in 

circles. 

To be “unequally yoked” is also often applied to business relationships 

and marriages. Unbelievers have opposite worldviews and morals and 

will not make business decisions based on the scriptures. Likewise a 

believer will often find himself at odds with his spouse if the spouse is 

an unbeliever. 

Many young Christian people desperate to get married will abandon 

their standards and date a lost person in the hope that eventually they 

get saved; we call this “missionary dating.” If often does not work. 



9 
 

In the situation where the believer is unequally yoked, it is often the 

believer who finds himself pressured to leave his Christian principles 

behind for the sake of profit and the growth of the business. The same 

can be said about marriage, when the unbeliever wants something for 

the children that goes against the principles of the other spouse; they 

often prevail. 

This is what Abraham didn’t want for his son; therefore he made his 

servant swear that he would not take a wife for Isaac from the 

daughters of the land, the people of Canaan. Abraham was probably 

getting the feeling that he was going to pass on soon and wanted to 

make sure that Isaac married a good Christian girl. 

God had promised Abraham that his descendants would be a great 

nation and it was important that his son marry someone who followed 

God. This meant returning to his relatives in Haran in order to find a 

bride for his son. 

Abraham entrusted this task to his eldest servant. His name is not given 

in this chapter, but I believe him to be “Eliezer of Damascus”. Because 

of what Abraham says about him in Genesis chapter 15. 

Gen. 15:2: And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I 

go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 

Abraham makes him swear with an oath that he would go and find a 

wife for Isaac from among Abraham’s kinsfolk. 

As we study this story we will be looking at the greatest type of Christ 

and the church in the Bible. 
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Abraham is a type of the God the Father, Eliezer (which means God is 

my help—see Rom. 8:26: “…the Spirit also helpeth…”) is a type of the 

Holy Spirit, Isaac is a type of Christ, Rebekah is a type of the church (see 

2 Cor. 11:1-2: “…a chaste virgin…”), and Laban is a type of Satan who 

has God’s people (Rebekah) until the Holy Spirit rescues them (Eliezer). 

And to drive the typology home, Rebekah leaves to marry Isaac without 

ever having seen him! This is a type of the rapture, and who takes her 

away? Eliezer; he leaves with her (2 Thess. 2). We have never seen 

Christ, yet we have been espoused to Him, we don’t get married to Him 

until the rapture when we are taken to the tent (heaven); here the 

typology breaks down (Isaac taking Rebekah to Sarah’s tent). 

The oath Abraham required of his servant was sealed by placing the 

hand under the thigh; we see this type of oath repeated between Jacob 

(Israel) and Joseph. 

Gen. 47:29: And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called 

his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy 

sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and 

truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: 

Some commentators will tell you that this oath was not “under the 

thigh”, but “between the thigh,” where the person would take a hold of 

the other’s family jewels; this is not what the Bible says! 

Psalm 147:10: He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he taketh 

not pleasure in the legs of a man. 

Song 5:15: His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine 

gold: his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. 
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The largest muscle in the human body is the gluteus maximus, and the 

largest muscle group is the thigh; a man’s thighs represent strength. 

24:7: The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, 

and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that 

sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall 

send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son 

from thence. 

24:8: And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou 

shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again. 

24:9: And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his 

master, and sware to him concerning that matter. 

24:10: And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, 

and departed; for all the goods of his master were in his hand: and he 

arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor.  

24:11: And he made his camels to kneel down without the city by a 

well of water at the time of the evening, even the time that women 

go out to draw water. 

24:12: And he said, O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, 

send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master 

Abraham. 

24:13: Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the daughters of 

the men of the city come out to draw water:  
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24:14: And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, 

Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, 

Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that 

thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know 

that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. 

The Holy Spirit’s job is to take out a bride for Christ out of this world. 

And notice the type of free will in verse 8: “…if the woman will not be 

willing to follow…” 

Rom. 10:13: For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 

be saved. 

Rev. 22:17: And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 

heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever 

will, let him take the water of life freely. 

How many camels did Eliezer take with him? Ten; do you think this was 

a coincidence? This is a type of the calling away of a Gentile bride! 

And when Eliezer arrives at his destination, he prays. Notice how 

specific his prayer is. 

Before he did any business in the town, he prayed. He prayed to God, 

on behalf of Abraham. He stood his ground, “Behold, I stand here…” He 

was willing to stay there until the right girl came around (prevailing 

prayer). He prayed specifics; we often pray in generalities. 

“Lord your will be done, Lord save the world, Lord help me have a good, 

day, Lord keep me safe, Lord we love you, Lord help my children…” 
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Instead pray: “Lord I need a job, and I just applied for this job, please 

have someone call me and offer me this… Lord my cousin John is not 

living right, he has an addiction, please send someone across his path to 

tell him about Christ…Lord I have an important presentation to give 

today at work or I have this job I need complete and the schedule is 

tight please help me work diligently and not miss something…Lord you 

know that traffic is bad and as I cross this intersection keep me from 

getting hit, a lot of accidents occur at this intersection…Lord I love you 

for saving my soul, I love you for being so good to me…Lord my 

daughter Suzie has a hard time focusing on her school work please give 

her a clear mind to today so she can…” 


